
 
 
 

THREE JAYS PLANTING ON THREE CONTINENTS 
 
 

While it is exciting to learn about the different animals, weather and 
seasons of the other hemisphere, it can also be quite comforting for 
children to learn of the similarities. When it comes to the raucous, 
bounding jay, there are many. 

 
The Blue Jay of North America (below) is a generic term for at least five 
species (Cyanocitta), all of which have extensive blue colouring.  
 

 
 
 
 
The Jay of Europe (Garrulus glandarius) , shown below, has just a tiny 
patch of blue, as if his cousins across the Atlantic had sent him a 
handkerchief of theirs.  
 

 



 
 
The Azure Jay (Cyanocorax caeruleus) of South America's Atlantic 
Rainforest (below) is like a regal relative with a deep blue cloak and a 
black hood.  

 
  
 
 
All are members of the crow family and it shows in their personalities. 
All are so well known for their habit of hiding seeds that they have 
become almost symbolic for it in each region. 
 
In late summer and early autumn when seeds from the great trees are 
falling, the jays on all three continents are greedy about trying to find as 
many seeds as possible to store. They hide them in logs, under leaves, 
in the earth, in anticipation of the lean times to come during the winter. 
Some they find later and eat; some they do not. Those they do not find 
often germinate and grow into trees. To people observing them, it 
seems as if they are intentionally planting the seeds and many stories 
about them doing so are told. In a time when forests are disappearing, 
reforestation has taken on urgency and almost a sacredness. The jays, 
once reviled for their greed, (among other anti-social habits) have 
become something of the eco-hero. 



 
 
The Blue Jay's preferred seed is one of the many types of North 
American oak acorn, though he is not fussed: 
 

 
 
  
 
The European Jay also prefers the acorn of the oak (Quercus ilex): 
 

 
 
  
The Azure jay's seed is that of the Paraná pine tree  (Aurucaria 
angustifolia) which are about double the size of a big acorn and which 
are called in Portuguese pinhão  (pronounced "pin-YOW"). This jay is 
more at risk of extinction than the others for, as the Paraná pine is 
extensively logged and as people and monkeys also love the seeds, this 
beautiful bird has nothing left to eat. 
 

 
 
  



 
 
Some ways to share the three jays with children: 
 
Mark a Map  - Print out the pictures of the jays from this post and 
attach them to their correct locations on a map of the world. 
 
Game - Play a version of "Button, button, whose got the button?" - In 
advance, either use  real acorns and a pinhão or make  seeds from card. 
Make as many of each seed as there are children. Make three paper 
baskets and attach to each a picture of one of the jays. To play, have the 
children sit in a circle, facing inward, with their hands behind their 
backs. Place the three baskets in the centre. Select one child to begin. 
Give that child one seed so that the others cannot see what it is. That 
child goes around the outside of the circle, while everyone chants "Seed, 
seed, who's got the seed?" During the chant, the child must place the 
seed into the hands of another, then keep walking until the chant stops 
and sit down in the circle. The child with the seed must stand and place 
the pinhão or acorn in the basket of the bird that would eat it. The 
teacher gives this child a new seed, again so that the others cannot see 
it, and the game is played again, until each child has had at least one 
chance. 
 
 
 
See pictures and videos of the jays, and hear a recording: 
 
www.birdcinema.com has a good video of a North American Blue Jay 
 
www.rspb.org.uk  has a picture, a video, and a recording of the call of 
the European Jay 
 
www.ARKive.org   has an excellent picture of an Azure Jay. 
 
www.xeno-canto.org  has a recording of the call of the Azure Jay. 



 
 
Help the jays plant trees! 
 
If you provide the jays with more seeds, their instinct will lead them to 
take them and store them, thus increasing their food store for the 
winter, and also increasing the chance that more seeds will germinate 
and grow into trees. 
 
Jays like open platforms as feeders, not anything with a cover or little 
roof. You can hang a tray from a branch, or nail one to the top of a post. 
Ours is nailed to the top of an arbour. It does need to be sturdy, for jays 
are not tiny birds. With the children, gather acorns and pinhões to put 
on the tray. It is important that the seeds be green, or as much so as 
possible, for they will have a better chance of germinating. 
 
 
Make Jay Beanbags or Colour Some Jays and Make a Mobile 
 
Use the pictures either as templates to cut fabric, have the children sew 
it and fill with beans to make bean bags OR to colour the jays and cut 
out to make a mobile. If anyone has found a jay feather or two, add this 
to the mobile. 
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