
 
 

 
 
 

A SOUTH-NORTH SEASONS TABLE 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

A nature table is a lovely old tradition in education that has just 
about disappeared. It has become so rare that a few years ago the 
British magazine, Country Living, ran a campaign to "bring back 
the nature table". When I was a child in California, we never had 
such a thing, nor did any of my friends in their schools around the 
country. Perhaps it is only British or European, but it is delightful. 



 

Essentially, a nature table is a display of natural things children 
have found outdoors and brought into the classroom or home. The 
item is identified and the child writes a label for it and puts it on 
the table with the other contributions. Feathers, stones, seeds, 
bones, shells, flowers, anything natural qualifies, though there are 
rules against uprooting protected plants, stealing eggs from nests, 
etc. The table or shelf is ideally at a low enough level such that the 
children can view the items easily. The benefits to the children are 
important: 
 

• They relate their learning to real nature and not merely 
photographs in a book 

 
 

• They know that what they find will be admired and 
included in the class's display  

 
 

• They become both more observant and knowledgeable when 
they are outdoors  

 
In Ann Druitt's book, "All Year Round : a Calendar of 
Celebration", the seasons table is enlivened with small soft figures 
placed among the seeds and stones, creating a complete scene.  
 
I propose here a variation on the theme that will require a bit of 
ingenuity on everyone's part : one that shows items from nature's 
display during the current seasons in both the southern and 
northern hemispheres. The table could begin with summer in the 
south and late winter in the north. Here's how: 
 
Location - select a table or shelf low enough for the children to see 
easily. It should not be in a remote corner, far from the class, but 
central, so that it can be easily seen and discussed. 
 
Preparation - Cover the table with two simple cloths, half the table 
a colour associated with summer, such as bright green or yellow, 
the other half with a colour associated with winter, such as grey or 
white for snow. You may wish to put a divider of some sort 
between the two different cloths, something to represent the 
ocean, perhaps. This could be a strip of blue paper cut out and 
decorated with fish, boats, shells, etc. or something more solid 



such as a block of wood painted blue with shells glued to it. 
Alternatively, you might use a bit of driftwood to signify 
mountains as a divider. If the location allows, a backcloth hanging 
above the table to represent the sky increases the interest. This 
could be half blue and half white or grey again. Children can stick 
up clouds, rain clouds, snow, etc. as the weather changes. 
 
Using the South-North Seasons Table - Take the children or 
encourage them to go into the garden, to the park, etc. and teach 
them to observe. If you are in the southern hemisphere, now is a 
time of flowers, seeds, leaves, empty birds' nests, insect casings. If 
in the northern hemisphere, it is a time of bare branches, small 
buds, early bulbs, bark, perhaps sap beginning to run, mosses. 
Allow for the ugly: the dead bug, the bleached skull, as for some 
children this is much more interesting than the "pretty". Bring back 
what you can, find the correct name for it.  You can even begin to 
teach children the basics of scientific naming and how important it 
is.  
 
Do not just dump the items on the table and forget them. Relate 
them to lessons, find poems about them, encourage the children to 
make pictures of them - an experiment in still life drawing - and 
learn more about what they have found. Keep going out and 
finding more and adding to the table, changing the display as the 
season progresses.   
 
For the hemisphere that is not yours, try to visit a botanical garden 
near by, if you have one. If you are in the north, any florist will 
have a tropical plant or two. If you cannot buy the plant, you may 
be able to ask for some of the leaves it has dropped. Have the 
children draw butterflies and make paper birds of the other 
hemisphere to put on the table. If you have a zoo close by, take the 
children or encourage them to go and to see the animals and birds 
there from the opposite hemisphere. 



 
 
Here are some good websites to help you find animals and plants 
from the two hemispheres: 
 
For the northern hemisphere - www.birdsofbritain.co.uk 
   This will even give the calls of some birds.             
                                              
 
For the southern hemisphere - www.arthurgrosset.com  
  One of the very best sites for South American birds. 
 
For both hemispheres - www.nhm.ac.uk 
                       This is the Natural History Museum's wonderful site. 
 
    www.butterflyschool.com 
   A site with lots of butterfly activities. 
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